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(&6PLAY WWORLD

Distributor of the World’s “PLAY”,

This is us, CAST JAPAN, offering a choice of 30 brands of “PLAY” from
17 countries around the world. Ways to “PLAY” can vary by recommended
age, application, production background and origin. However, as each one
represents the starting point of all human conducts which come before
culture, they offer more intrinsic play value than anything that’s been
designed. They encourage the healthy growth of infants, and create wings
of imagination for children by teaching the joys of thinking, and more than
anything, flourish the ability of enjoying things, which in turn enrich lives.
We have searched the world over to discover fascinating ways to “PLAY”,
by carefully selecting and giving light to each product. “Things that are
essential” exceed “things that sell”, and “things of unforgettable great
value” exceed “small things that are easy to display in stores.”
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EEPLAY ETHICAL

India, Bangladesh, Canada.

“Ethical consumption” — the act of selecting products
that are produced with processes and distribution
methods with respect to people and the environment,
and not selecting those that aren’t — is particularly essential for the sake
of infants and children. Maya Organic, established by a
non-government organization against child labor, and Pebble, a
non-profit organization supporting the employment of women, are
globally renowned as fair trade brands. Cate & Levi has expanded the
potential of Earth-friendly production by resuscitating recycled
materials into new products. Children’s brands like these create the
future for the Earth and society.
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£&6PLAY WOOD

'g‘\
Spain, Poland, Germany, Australia.

Wood reminds people that we too are a part of nature. Wooden toys
naturally bring smiles to children who play with them, and satisfac-
tion to their parents. And creators of wooden toys, regardless of
their country, produce them with such consideration. For Wooden
Story of Poland, wooden toys are gifts from the forest. Click Clack
Toys produces Australian designed working vehicles made from
wood. Wodibow of Spain defies the limits of wooden products by
giving them motion. And Lessing of Germany
leverages natural forms into their
designs. All are designed to
connect people with wood.
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EEPLAY NATURE

United States, Latvia, Mexico.

colors
ideas
beauti-

Natural environments differ by place and country. Even the
of the land, types of vegetation and animals, and faces and
of people are different. However, the forms of nature are all
ful, regardless of their location. Lupe Toys focuses on the natural
colors unique to Mexico. Wooly Organic uses high-quality organ-
ics from the wondrous nature-rich country of Latvia. Eco-Kids of America
provides art tools derived from fruits and vegetables. And National
Geographic approaches all that exists on our planet. They
convey the blessings of nature to children.
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As our world today is flooded with the V/
/

“intellectual training”, we need to reexamin what  tools
are necessary to really “train” the “intellect”. "\ There are various
ways to do so according to age, but nothing surpasses board games
for developing “thinking abilities”. Board games are so effective for intellectual
activity they are now being leveraged as teaching materials at schools. Brands
include Gigamic of France” and ThinkFun of the USA, both world-renowned
for their games that stimulate brain development; Canada’s

Great Circle Works, maker of spherical 3-D puzzles; and
Les Jouets Libres maker of toys that stimulate the child’s

motivation by liberating the mind.
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£6PLAY CREATION

New Zealand, Holland, Russia, Portugal, France.

Assembling, configuring, building

k — the world of “Creation” comes
in a variety of forms. Brands such
’ as Stocs, Shusha and Cingpoints

teach the joys of construction to
future architects. Make2Play of Portugal lets young scientists learn
how to make toys as part of the fun. Flatout Frankie from forest-rich
New Zealand offers easy-to-assemble toys made from cardboard. And
Make History of The Netherlands, the Kingdom of advanced design,
offers products for keeping track of your own history. Let’s discover
more ways to “create” and more ways to “enjoy”.
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E6PLAY SPORTS & MUSIC

Germany, United States.

Sports and music have much in common. Both require rhythm, and are fun
and educational. Both are played by professionals, and enjoyed by
amateurs. Kickpack of Germany makes games like foosball and table
tennis accessible to more people, and Loog of America lets just about
anyone learn to play music easily with three-string

guitars. Recent studies have discovered that
sports and music are the most potent training
methods for activating the brain.
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What is Ethical?

Being “ethical” means to be in accordance with the mass destructive? What if they are produced in ~
standards for the right pr es. And “ethical vays that are harmful to the Earth? And produced
consumerism” — the act of ¢ ting products and with unfair labor and exploitation?

TV —=J)HEBEER?

Fair trade is the distribution of products in ways
that are respectable to people, society and the
Earth. The capitalistic economy tem in
which we are part of, aims to profit as much as
possible by selling to as many people and/or at
the highest prices possible by obtaining and
producing with resources (raw materials) and
people (labor) for as little money as possible.
This creates distortion, as those who benefit the
least are the weak producers. “Ethical
consumers” are today at the core against such
unfairness, and since the end of WWIIL, along
with the advancements in policies and certifica-
tion syster arity trade” has advanced to
become pmental tr “alternative
trade” and eventually to the present “fair trade”.
Europeans are highly attentive tow “
consumerism” and widclv support fai

contrast, Japai

among developed nations. Despue being sudl
as consumer-; ruh nation, Jdp is still needs to
progress furtt i

to the lack of sness” and

product  suppli when &,ompaud to the
western world, and not being able to breakaway

Unfortunately at present, fair trade still only
accounts for less than 0.1 percent of the world’s
entire trade. And because of the "unfairness"
towards the exploited producers, it is up to the
purchasing by consumers to assert this change.
We too must take action ecognizing tha
consumption can be “a way to s
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services with consideration to the principles and
s that respect people and the environment”

ming a growing consumer behavior today.

kample, “recycling” and “ecological
which help reduce environmental
burden, and “fair trade” which promotes economic
independence through fair work and compensation
to maintain healthy and sustainable working
environments for those on the production side, cz
be claimed as being “ethical”. But why are the;
essential? Her example of a clear answer.
What if the toys with all of our love to our
children — the fu‘rure bearem of our precious planet
— are in fact mass produced, mass consumed and

& & HEFE D Ethic | DEFFH T

Sadly however, despite the continual growth of
ethical consumerism, it still hasn’t penetrated
enough to influence the whole of society. Thus, it is
of utmost for producers, sellers and consumers to
work together with a strong conviction to make this
world more ethical for all.

Choosing a particular product may also mean the
will to not choose another product. And being able
to provide that choice to the consumer is none other
than the seller. Yet, despite the innovations in
information, we must face the fact that our
consciousness and recognition of what we
consume are still rather low when compared to
other countries.
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Wood Materials
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MOKUIKU

“Mokuiku”, literally meaning “tree education” is an
education concept for | developing and  enriching
people’s hearts and minds through hands-on involve-
ment with' nature 'such as trees and wood  from
childhood. As a forest-rich country, Japan’s Forestry
Agency has taken the initiative to actively make trees a
part of people’s lives and lifestyles by harmonizing
human development with the natural énvironment.
What may be behind this goal is the fact that, despite
having a forest ratio (land area occupied by forests) of
67% which ranks high .along with the countries of
northern Europe, Japan’s forest area per capita is a mere
0.2 hectares which ranks among the countries with the
least forests as well.
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Forest
F S c Stewerdship
Council

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international

organization dedicated to the management and authorization of

forests. Founded in Canada as a non-government organization in

1993 with its current headquarters in Germany, the FSC not only
manages forests, but also evaluates, certifies and supervises products
made from forests and their distribution processes: This certification
system allows consumers to identify and select products that are
friendlier to the environment and society regardless of the country of
their origin. With a system for also deterring ex /e deforestation
and illegal logging of the rainforest, the FSC is trusted throughout the
world.
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Wood Cultivates

Emotion @ O &

Wooden toys nurture children in wonderful ways. And
coming into touch with natural materials such as wood
from infancy is particularly important. That’s because it
stores and breathes moisture. In other words, wooden
products are living materials, and provide the most
comfort to people, as they feel very much like the human
skin. Like an infant who grows up to be healthy in mind
and spirit through the warmth and tenderness of a
mother’s love, the naturalness of wood will develop his
or her mind and spirit as well. Wood, unlike metal or
concrete also feels affectionate. And because wood can
preserve heat but not easily transmit it, it remains warm
to the human touch.
‘We want more children to grow strong and healthy by
fully inspiring their senses so they can develop their
imaginations through'contact with various ‘types of
wood, and the warmth, scent and uniqueness each one
has to offer.
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Soft and snuggly organic cotton brings comfort and
peace of mind because it is born from nature and can
return to nature. Natural wool, with its fibers still
vibrant, wraps us warmly in the winter and coolly in the
summer. And the suppleness of silk, rich in protein, feels
soft like the human skin. Natural materials, which can
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Nature’s sculptures are works of art
created by time. Like the icicles of
rocky mountains and caves, which
took a billions of years to plOdU(.L and
shape — a time span far beyond human
imagination — such formative beauty
can be created by none other than time
itself. The same applies throughout
our natural surroundings, from the
complete yet incomplete looking
shapes of stones, trees thdt stretch out
their branches like arms reaching the
heavens, and towering mountains that
boldly continue beyond the horizon.
Everything that has been shaped
through the enormous length of time
is what makes our planet so beautiful.
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one day return to the soil, gently caress us and the Earth.

Natural “designs” such as flora and fauna, and even coastlines, follow the
laws of nature called fractal. A fractal is the correlation between the parts
that constitute the whole. Simply put, a part that repeats itself, while
becoming more complex, becomes the whole. It can be found throughout
the natural world, including the irregular shapes of coastlines, lightning,
broccoli, snowflakes, shells, and trees and leaves which branch off like
blood vessels.
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Even colorful fruits and vegetables
follow the laws of nature. They are
still hard and not so colorful nor so
sweet when they are still growing.
But when fully ripe, their luscious
colors attract animals and birds, so
they can have their seeds carried
afar after being eaten. There is also a
connection between a vegetable’s
color and its nutrition. Red
vegetables have antioxidants such as
lycopene, yellow ones are antibacte-
rial with beta-carotene, green ones
have chlorophyll for immunity, and
purple ones have anthocyanin for
cancer prevention.
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Adopted by preparatory schools in 15 countries around the world, MIND

LAB® of Israel, is a creative educational method with programs that develop

“thinking abilities” through highly strategic board games. Rather than test

social environment, including academics, sports and friendships, and are
offered on a step-by-step basis according to school grade from kindergarten to
high school. Lessons are provided with board games such as QUARTO!,
QUORIDOR and PYLOS by Gigamic of France, and Rush Hour® by
America’s ThinkFun®. Lessons progress under themes in accordance to the
school year on crucial and practical ways of thinking in and outside school such
as “systemized thinking” and “prioritization” in addition to “logical thinking”
and “problem solving” skills. Matters that are important in the real world, but

are hard to teach at school, can be simulated with board games such as these.
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of a thousand
forests is iIn
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“Creation” involves the use of the hands, feet, brain, heart, body, senses, tools and
people. And there are various methods on “how to create” in the word “creation”.
Moreover, the way that it can be emphasized and called, as well as its purpose
may differ according to the creator as it becomes specialized for a variety of
occupations. An architect uses his or her mind, algebra, senses, and hands to
make a model, which leads to building a house with various experts. Then what
is “creation” for a musician? Or in agriculture? Or for toys and accessorie:
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rain training with sports

“Brain training” is the latest training technique
abbing attention in the world of sports where
ous basic physical and technical training are

. day-to-da ay’s professional sports,
coaches anc Pphysiologists
a raining” This

in.—which is often

nent that involved the

ofessional players in sports such as
inton and soccer. It determined what an
next move would be by showing each

of the opponent in a position that
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confronts him or her. For soccer, the video
showed the opponent dribbling a ball. The
results proved that the more-experienced top
players had a higher ability to stop the
opponents with their reflexes ‘andimstincts.
They also shmved:tmlayers_’kf_:en awareness
and_perception towa

perceptio
sport science. In fact, there are an increasing
number of coaches that train their best players
with “brain centered learning” to boost

brainpower. Famous soccer manager, José
Mourinho has also adopted this method.
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Brain training with music

The effects of music on the brain are amazing.
When we listen to it, a substance called dopamine.

well assmemory and 1Q. In addition, training
with musical instruments from childhood may

activates inside our heads to inspire motivation. 'also further inspire the brain in positive ways.
Actual studies using MRI have discovered that™ In“fact, professional musicians possess more

music stimulates the brain, like wide-spreading
sparks of fireworks, far greater than any other
action. What’s more astonishing is when a person
performs music. The brain is activated in the same
way that the entire body is exercising, as it can
analyze vast amounts of information at once.
Furthermore, this arouses the corpus Callosun‘!
which connects the right brain with the left, &
boost the roles of both sides of the brain.
Performing mu Iso improves verb
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gray matter (linked to the ability ‘
information with a group*fneuro
other people in general, as

outstanding auditory memo a higher level

ofWocabulary and reading skills.

Fus rmore, music may be able to prevent

deterioration to the brain as it has a posit

effect on disorders such as dementia and
ion. Music makesulife so much worth
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